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Core Topics in Mechanical Ventilation. Ed I.
MacKenzie; Cambridge University Press, The Edinburgh Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge CB2 8RU, UK; $180.00; 190×250 mm; pp. 425; ISBN: 978-0-521-86781-8. The aim of this book is to provide the reader with information about respiratory support in a way that is more comprehensive than individual journals, but more succinct than more weighty references. It makes a fair attempt in achieving such an objective. It reflects contemporary practice, particularly in the United Kingdom whence the majority of contributions arise, but retains a global relevance, including Australasia.
There are also minor contributions from the United States, Germany and Australia. It doesn't assume prior anaesthetic knowledge.
The layout is quite well structured, beginning with basic respiratory physiology, clinical assessment of pathology and ventilatory insufficiency. Topics such as oxygen therapy, non-invasive ventilation, airway management and dealing with carbon dioxide are covered very well. The pre-eminent chapter on mechanical ventilation should be specific, well set out and thorough in a non-confusing way but disappointingly, these requirements aren't quite met. A better use of tables in particular, and diagrams could have achieved this. Adjuvant subjects such as sedation and paralysis, and nutrition are handled comprehensively, while staples such as complications, ventilation in extreme situations and for transport, and ventilation for neonatal and paediatric patients gain a detailed mention. The text concludes with chapters on tracheostomy, weaning, long-term ventilation and historical aspects. There are important offerings on obstructive lung disease and trauma, but no details on the management of acute lung injury. The main issues of optimising oxygenation are dealt with elsewhere and there is reasonable discussion of novel therapies, with heliox thought to merit its own chapter. There could have been a more detailed discourse on the monitoring of mechanical ventilation through means such as blood gas analysis.
The prose is most readable and the presentation is pleasingly attractive and colourful, with a plethora of illustrations, photographs, tables and boxes. Unfortunately, there is constant use of a pale green hue for significant headings, making them exceedingly difficult to decipher.
This text makes a commendable effort in the initiation of the theory and practice of mechanical ventilation, and is a worthy member of the growing number of works on this subject which is integral to intensive care medicine, as well as anaesthesia. It would be a worthwhile text for trainees and it certainly would make a welcome addition to a departmental library.
P. F. seal The author is an experienced certified registered nurse anaesthetist who hopes to "give the perianesthesia care professional a starting point -a reference for the care of a patient with an uncommon disease".
Kew, Victoria
The book contains concise information on 91 uncommon diseases selected by the author and presented in alphabetical order from Achalasia to Zollinger-Ellison Syndrome. The diseases are each presented in a standardised format under the headings of definition, incidence, aetiology, signs and symptoms, medical management, complications and anaesthesia implications. The information is generally brief, coherent and relevant but in many cases loses its impact due to the author's penchant for alphabetical bullet-lists. Thus symptoms, signs and complications are listed alphabetically with no indication of which are the more common or important in relation to the particular disease, its investigation or management. The management and recommendations tend to reflect the nature and organisation of anaesthesia practice in the United States. There are, however, some very useful summary tables and boxes scattered throughout the book that provide very concise information on aspects of individual diseases. Interestingly malignant hyperthermia, while it is mentioned in passing in relation to a few diseases, does not rate a section on its own. At the end of the book there are seven appendices (one contains brief notes on rare syndromes and the rest of the appendices have no specific reference to the text) and a list of four references, three of which are editions of the standard anaesthesiology texts on co-existing and uncommon diseases.
The alphabetical approach adopted by this book is acceptable for a handbook or manual but it lacks the coherence of a system-based approach to uncommon diseases.
Many clinicians will find that frustrating and will be disappointed by the lack of specific references. This book will give you a ready reference point or a 'quick fix' but it will not be as satisfying as the current editions of the standard anaesthesiology texts on coexisting and uncommon diseases.
w. r. thomPson
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Ethics and Law for the Health Professions. Third Edition. I. Kerridge, M. Lowe, C. Stewart; The Federation Press, PO Box 45, Annandale, NSW 2038; $69.90; 165×240 mm; pp. 895; ISBN: 978-1-86287-730-6. This is the third edition of a book previously widely used in health training in Australia. It has three stated objectives: a primary teaching resource, to distinguish between ethical principles and legal principles and to be a book useable by all healthcare professionals and by lawyers. It well and truly achieves these objectives. The fact that it is written by Australians makes it so much more valuable as there can be major differences, especially in law, which can detract from the relevance of overseas publications.
The first few chapters give a basic but thorough introduction to ethics and law and the remainder of the book deals with a very comprehensive list of topics including consent, confidentiality, abortion, euthanasia, brain death, organ transplantation, endof-life issues, aboriginal health and almost any aspect of health care where ethical and legal considerations are important.
The book is well set out, well indexed and well referenced. The format of the chapters dealing with clinical problems is to start with some brief scenarios or case histories, then deal comprehensively with the ethical issues followed by the legal issues. This works very well and makes the book easy to use as a reference and to find relevant material. There is some repetition in topics that spill over to other areas, for example organ donation from a living child is dealt with in both the chapter on children and the chapter on organ donation, but this is useful as it allows the reader to find information from different starting points.
At $69.90 for almost 1000 pages this book is extraordinary value. It should be available as a reference text in all clinical areas and is especially important in anaesthesia and intensive care departments, as so many issues faced have ethical and legal ramifications. D. P. tomkins Compared with the previous edition published in 2001, this edition has greatly expanded the breadth of information, such that it is a truly comprehensive and up-to-date textbook of paediatric anaesthesia. With the addition of some 20 chapters, subjects such
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